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ABSTRACT 



When receiving voice mail data from a server 11, a terminal 
13 or 14 stores the voice mail data in a memory. 
Subsequently, the data is read, converted to a voice and 
outputted. Furthermore, when inputting a voice mail during 
the output of the voice, the terminal 13 or 14 generates a 
signal including a voice mail data reading position of the 
memory at the time of input, data of the inputted voice mail 
and a self terminal identification number as a mail editing 
signal to transmit the signal to the server 11. When receiving 
the mail editing signal, the server 11 inserts or attaches and 
re-accumulates the voice mail data in the mail editing signal 
to a position indicated by the mail editing signal of a 
memory region of a memory 15 allocated to a transmitling- 
end terminal. 

3 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets 
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VOICE MAIL SYSTEM lem about family data, image data or another information 

which needs to form a mass of data with a certain size to 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION have a meaning. 

n c . . , - T Furthermore, in the conventional voice mail system, a 

(i) Field of the Invention 5 yo{(x mafl caQ be onIy m one direction, and a 

Hie present invention relates to a voice mail system, bi-directional voice mail cannot be transmitted/received 

particularly to a voice mail system in which terminals are among plural terminals, 
connected via a radio communication network to a server. 

(ii) Description of the Related Art SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
Recently, in a local area network (LAN) or a wide area 10 Wherefore, an object of the invention is to provide a voice 

network (WAN) which is constituted of terminals and a mail system in which self voice data can be easily attached 

server connected to a network, text electronic mails and returned by eliminating redundant voice data as much as 

exchanged between the terminals via the server have been possible. 

prevailing. Moreover, a document preparation system has Another object is to provide a voice mail system in which 

been proposed in which the increasing number of electronic 15 a bi-directional voice mail communication can be realized, 

mails are efficiently edited and displayed on a display Xo attain tnese aad otner objects, the present invention 

device. provides a voice mail system in which a server is connected 

For example, Japanese Patent Application Laid-open No. via a communication medium to at least one terminal and the | 

245352/1989 discloses a document preparation system server manages a memory for storing plural voice mail data | 

which is provided with a server for classifying document 20 as identifiable files in a memory region allocated to each V 

preparation data for each terminal and accumulating the data terminal. 

in a storage area to effectively use a kanji dictionary or xh e server has transmission means for, when a mail 

another resource usable in common and terminals each request is received via the communication medium from the 

having a function of reading and editing the data accumu- terminal, reading the voice mail data from a memory region 

lated in the storage area of the server. Moreover, Japanese 0 f me memory allocated to a transmitting-end terminal to 

Patent Application Laid-open No. 240748/1990 discloses an transmit the data to the transmitting-end terminal; and 

information processing device in which so as to effectively memory control means for, when a mail editing signal is 

use a data accumulation resource, information data is man- received, inserting or attaching and re-accumulating the 

aged in one way by a server so that the information data in voice ma ii data in the mail editing signal to a position 

the server can be edited by plural terminals. Furthermore, a indicated by the mail editing signal of the memory region of 

data compression system or the like has been recently put to me memory allocated to the transmitting-end terminal, 

practical use in which a data accumulation resource, a Each terminal has mail request means for , 

communication resource and the like are effectively used by transmitting the mail request via the communication;; 

decreasing redundancy of information data. ^ medium tQ ^ seryer; memory means ^ when the voic( J 

In a conventional text electronic mail system, in a case ma ii data is received via the communication medium from 

where comments on a received mail are returned or the server, slariagJhc^c eiyed vojcejnailda ta; conversion j 

transferred, the comments are attached as reference data means for converting theTecelved^olce mail data read from * 

partially or entirely to the received mail and returned or the memory means into a voice to output the voice; input 

transferred. 4Q me ans for entering optional voice mail data; and signal 

However, when the returning/transferring is performed by transmission means for, when a voice mail is inputted by the 

using a radio communication which is generally narrower in input means while the voice is outputted from the conver- 

communication band and more expensive as compared with sion means, generating a signal including a position of the 

a cable communication, the quantity of the applied reference memory means from which the received voice mail data is 

data has an influence on communication cost, but there is 45 read at the time of input, data of the inputted voice mail and 

only a small necessity to intentionally reduce the applied a self terminal identification number as the mail editing 

quantity of the reference data for the saving of the commu- signal to transmit the mail editing signal via the communi- 

nication cost because the quantity of the text information is cation medium to the server. 

small. In the invention, the server manages the memory for 

Here, it is supposed that the returning/transferring is 50 storing plural voice mail data as the identifiable files in the 

performed in a voice mail system in which plural terminals memory region allocated to each terminal, and the terminal 

are connected via a radio communication network or the like transmits the mail request signal to the server or generates 

to a server. It is clear that in order to answer or indicate a the voice mail data self-inserted to an optional position of 

complicated message, the reference to a received voice is the received voice mail together with the received voice mail 

more important rather than the reference to the text docu- 55 data reading position of the memory means corresponding to 

ment mail. However, even if the quantity of voice data the inserted position and the self terminal identification 

sufficient for providing a meaning as a reference voice is number as the mail editing signal to transmit the mail editing 

compressed with a compression technique, the quantity of signal via the communication medium to the server, 

data to be transmitted is remarkably large. This means that Therefore, even when the terminal transmits the received 

the application of the reference data to the communication 60 voice mail with a self voice mail added thereto to the server, 

resource is a large burden on the communication cost in the the voice mail received from the server does not need to be 

voice mail system as compared with the text electronic mail transmitted to the server again, and the voice mail data 

system in which comments can be easily attached or inserted generated by the terminal can only be transmitted as the mail 

to the received text mail and sent. It is especially a large editing signal to the server. 

burden in the voice mail system using the radio com muni- 65 Moreover, the server of the invention may further has 

cation which is largely restricted as the communication means for, when the mail editing signal is received, after the 

resource. This suggests that there should be a similar prob- memory control means inserts or applies and re-accumulates 
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the voice mail data in the mail editing signal to the position 
indicated by the mail editing signal of the memory region of 
the memory allocated to the transmitting-end terminal, 
transmitting the re-accumulated voice mail data of the 
memory region to a terminal of a transmission destination in 
the mail editing signal. 

In the invention, a first terminal having transmitted the 
mail editing signal can transmit via the server to a second 
terminal the voice mail data which is constituted by inserting 
or attaching the voice mail data entered by the first terminal 
to the voice mail data addressed to the first terminal. 
Therefore, when the second terminal receives and regener- 
ates the voice mail data, a voice of a first person of the voice 
mail received by the first terminal with a voice of a second 
person or user of the first terminal added thereto is heard. 
Specifically, a conversation between the first person and the 
second person is made. At this time, the voice information 
in the mail editing signal transmitted by the first terminal to 
the server is only the voice information of the second person, 
and the voice information of the first person is not trans- 
mitted. Therefore, in the invention, a double or more effi- 
cient conversational communication is permitted as the case 
may be, as compared with a case where the voice informa- 
tion of the first and second persons are added and commu- 
nicated. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing a constitution of a 
voice mail system according to the invention; 

FIG. 2 is a diagrammatic view showing an example of 
data stored in a memory region of a memory allocated to a 
terminal 13 shown in FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is a diagrammatic view showing an example of 
data stored in a memory region of a memory allocated to a 
terminal 14 shown in FIG. 1; 

FIG. 4 is a block diagram showing a constitution of the 
terminal of FIG. 1; 

FIG. 5A is a sequence diagram showing operation of the 
system of FIG. 1; 

FIGS. SB, 5C and 5D are diagrams showing formats of 
signals a, b and c of FIG . 5 A, respectively; 

FIG. 6 is a diagrammatic view showing an example of 
data stored in a received data area of a memory 47 of FIG. 
4; and 

FIG. 7 is a diagrammatic view showing an example of 
data stored in a transmitted data area of the memory 47 of 
FIG. 4. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Embodiments of the invention will be described with 
reference to the accompanying drawings. FIG. 1 is a block 
diagram of a voice mail system according to an embodiment 
of the invention. As shown in FIG. 1, the voice mail system 
of the invention is constituted of a server 11 for managing a 
memory 15, terminals 13 and 14 and a radio communication 
network 12 for connecting the server 11 to the terminals 13 
and 14. 

The memory 15 is a memory device for storing plural 
voice mail data as identifiable files in a memory region 
allocated to each terminal, e.g., a magnetic disc device, and 
stores a voice mail in, for example, a format shown in FIG. 
2. In FIG. 2, a terminal identification number MS#3 is stored 
in a top address (address 0 in FIG. 2) of the memory region 
allocated to the terminal 13, and a mail identification number 
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Ml or M2 of a mail is stored in a top of a memory region 
(every ten addresses in FIG. 2) allocated to each mail. 
Additionally, in FIG. 2, ml(l), ml(2), ml(3) . . . denote voice 
data of a first mail (voice mail data), and m2(l), m2(2) . . . 

s denote voice mail data of a second mail. 

FIG. 4 is a block diagram showing an embodiment of the 
terminal 13 or 14 of FIG. 1. Each terminal is constituted of 
a radio section TRX 41, a voice code decoder CODEC 42, 
a loudspeaker SP 43, a microphone MIC 44, a central 

10 processing unit CPU 45, an operation switch SW 46, a 
memory 47 and a display section DISP 48. 
Operation of the terminal of FIG. 4 will be described. 
The CPU 45 performs a radio communication with the 
server 11 through the radio section 41. At this time, 

35 transmitted/received voice mail data is temporarily stored in 
the memory 47. When the CPU 45 reads the voice mail data 
from the memory 47, the voice mail data is successively read 
from the memory 47 and sent to CODEC 42. The CODEC 
42 decodes and converts the voice mail data as a digital 

20 signal to an analog voice signal to supply the signal to the 
loudspeaker 43. 

Moreover, in a case where the voice mail data is 
transmitted, after a voice signal which is obtained by 

25 acoustic-electric converting a voice transmitted by the 
microphone 44 is coded to a digital signal or voice mail data 
by CODEC 42, the voice mail data is successively accumu- 
lated to an address of the memory 47 designated by CPU 45. 
Subsequently, the voice mail data temporarily accumulated 

30 in the memory 47 is sent to the radio section 41 for radio 
transmission to the server 11. 

The operation switch 46 is connected to CPU 45, and is 
operated by a person to instruct CPU 45 to fetch a mail, 
record a voice, transmit a mail or otherwise. The display 

35 section 48 displays results of operation of CPU 45 by means 
of the operation switch 46 or the like by the control of CPU 
45. 

Operation of the embodiment shown in FIG. 1 will be 
described. When the terminal 13 fetches the mail from the 

40 server 11, first mail reception information notified before- 
hand by the server 11 is displayed on the display section 48, 
and the identification number of the mail to be fetched is 
selected and determined with the operation switch 46 to 
request for mail selecting/reading. Then, as shown in a 

45 sequence diagram of FIG. 5 A, the terminal 13 radio- 
transmits a signal a via the radio communication network 12 
to the server U. As shown in FIG. 5B, the signal a has a 
format which is obtained by synthesizing a terminal identi- 
fication number 51 indicative of a transmitting end (the 

50 identification number MS#3 of the terminal 13), a control 
code 52 indicative of a mail request and a mail identification 
number 53 (Ml) selected by the operation switch 46 in a 
time series, and is generated by CPU 45. 
When receiving the signal a, the server 11 decodes the 

55 signal a and jgjggsthe voice mail data subsequent to the ma iT 
ide ntification nu mb er _M1 in the memory r egion allocateoH o 
tfjQeiui^ number M Sff3 ot thejngnipry 15, 

As shown in FlG?27the voice mail data subsequent to the 
maiHdentificati on numbg rjyuott he memo ry r egion al lo- 

60 cateTlo^he^tjeTminal identification number~MS#3 of the 
me morylTare mT(l); ml(2) and~ni 1(3) stored in addresses 2 
to 4. Subsequently, as shown in FIG. 5 A, the server }\ 
radi o -tran smitsasij mal b _haying thejv oice mail dat a ml(l), 
m1(2)-afia v ml(3J"vTathe radio communication network 12 to 

65 th e terminal j .3. " 

As shown in FIG. 5C, the signal b has a format which is 
obtained by synthesizing a terminal identification number 54 
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indicative of a transmission destination (the identification 
number MS#3 of the terminal 13), a control code 55 
indicative of a mail reading, a received mail identification 
number 56 (Ml) and voice mail data 57 (ml(l), ml(2) and 
ml(3) described above) in a time series. 

The CPU 45 of the terminal 13 identifies the received 
signal b as a signal addressed to itself based on the terminal 
identification number 54 of the signal b, and stores the mail 
identification number Ml and the voice mail data ml(l) to 
ml(3) subsequent to the control code 55 indicative of the 
mail reading in the signal b into and successively from a 
predetermined address 1 of the memory 47 shown in FIG. 6. 
Thereafter, CPU 45 reads the voice mail data ml(l) to ml(3) 
from the memory 47 in address sequence to supply the data 
to CODEC 42. The voice mail data ml(l) to ml(3) are 
decoded by CODEC 42, and emitted as a voice mail from the 
loudspeaker 43. 

A case where while a user of the terminal 13 is listening 
to the voice mail, regeneration of the voice mail is tempo- 
rarily halted to record a self voice as a reply to be returned 
will be described. For example, at a point when the terminal 
13 emits the voice mail data ml(l) in the address 2 of the 
memory 47 as a sound from the loudspeaker 43, the user 
starts pushing down the operation switch 46. In this case, 
CPU 45 of the terminal 13 secures a transmission memory 
area in the memory 47 and, as shown in FIG. 7, stores the 
mail identification number Ml into a top of the transmission 
memory area and a reading address AD2 (address indicative 
of a position relative to the address 1 storing the mail 
identification number Ml shown in FIG. 6) of the memory 
47 at the time of the pushing of the operation switch 46 into 
the subsequent address. 

Subsequently, successively from the address next to the 
address storing the address AD2 of the transmission memory 
area of the memory 47, CPU 45 stores a voice signal which 
is entered via the microphone 44 by the user and digitized as 
the voice mail data by CODEC 42, until the pushing of the 
operation switch 46 is released. Here, the user of the 
terminal 13 stores the voice mail data diametrically shown 
by (A) in FIG. 7 A into an address next to the address storing 
the address AD2 of the transmission memory area of the 
memory 47. 

Subsequently, if the user releases the pushed operation 
switch 46, CPU 45 resumes the halted reading of the voice 
mail data stored in the memory 47 from the address 3 next 
to the interrupted address 2. Thereby, as shown in FIG. 6, the 
voice mail data is read in sequence: ml (2); then ml(3). 
Additionally, in a case where the operation switch 46 is 
again pushed while the user of the terminal 13 is reading the 
voice mail data ml(2) or ml(3), another data accumulation 
area is secured in the transmission memory area shown in 
FIG. 7, and the voice mail data is accumulated in the same 
manner as aforementioned. 

In a case where the user of the terminal 13 finishes 
recording his reply to transmit a mail including the received 
voice mail and his reply to another terminal 14, the user 
enters an identification Dumber of a transmission destination 
or MS#4 of the terminal 14 with the operation switch 46. 
Then, as shown in FIG. 5A, CPU 45 of the terminal 13 
radio-transmits a signal c via the radio communication 
network 12 to the server 11. 

As shown in FIG. 5D, the signal c has a format which is 
obtained by synthesizing a terminal identification number 51 
indicative of a transmitting end (the identification number 
MS#3 of the terminal 13), a control code 58 indicative of a 
mail editing, a transmission memory area mail identification 
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number 59 (Ml in FIG. 7), a terminal identification number 

60 indicative of a transmission destination (the identification 
number MS#4 of the terminal 14), a reading address number 

61 (AD2 in FIG. 7) of the memory 47 at a time when the 
5 operation switch 46 is pushed and voice mail data 62 (the 

aforementioned (A)) in a time series. 

The server 11 receives and decodes the signal c, starts 
reading the voice mail data successively from an address 
subsequent to the mail identification number Ml of the 

10 memory region allocated to the terminal identification num- 
ber of the memory 15 shown in FIG. 2, stops reading in a 
position of the address number AD2, and inserts the voice 
mail data 62, i.e., (A) in the signal c received from the 
terminal 13. After the insertion of the voice mail data 62 is 

is completed, the reading of the voice mail data is restarted 
from an address next to the address of the address number 
AD2 of the memory 15. 

In this manner, the server 11 successively accumulates the 
read data into a memory region of the memory 15 allocated 

20 to the terminal identification number MS#4 of the terminal 
14. Thereby, in the memory region allocated to the terminal 
identification number MS#4 of the memory 15, as shown in 
FIG. 3, the voice mail data (A) is inserted and written 
between the voice mail data ml(l) and ml(2). 

25 Thereafter, the server 11 radio-transmits via the radio 
communication network 12 to the terminal 14 a signal 
having a format which is constituted by synthesizing a 
terminal identification number indicative of a transmission 
destination (the identification number MS#4 of the terminal 

30 14), a control code indicative of a mail reading and the mail 
identification number Ml or voice mail data read from the 
memory region allocated to the terminal identification num- 
ber MS#4 of the memory 15 in FIG. 3 in a time series. 

35 When the terminal 14 receives and decodes the signal, the 
voice mail is received in the same manner as when the signal 
b of the terminal 13 is received, so that a voice mail of the 
voice mail data ml(l) to ml(3) received by the terminal 13 
can be heard while a voice mail of the voice mail data (A) 

^ of the user of the terminal 13 is inserted between voice mails 
of the voice mail data ml(l) and ml(2). 

In practical modes for use, in a case where the voice mail 
received by the terminal 13 is originally sent from the 
terminal 14, the voice mail can be used in a conversational 

45 format of questions and answers. Alternatively, in a case 
where the voice mail received by the terminal 13 is not 
related with the terminal 14, the mail can be used as an 
indication with comments. 
As aforementioned, in the embodiment, since the data 

50 stored in the memory 15 managed by the server 11 can be 
shared for use by the terminals 13 and 14, transmission from 
the terminals 13 and 14 can be limited only to the informa- 
tion generated in a self station. Therefore, the same infor- 
mation is prevented from passing through the radio com- 

55 munication network 12 many times, and a reply or an 
indication can be added. 

The present invention is not limited to the embodiment 
described above. For example, only one terminal may be 
connected to the server, or the server and the terminal may 

60 be connected via a communication network using a medium 
of infrared ray. Furthermore, the operation switch 46 is not 
limited to a manual switch, and may be a known switch of 
speech recognition. 

As aforementioned, according to the invention, since the 

65 server manages the memory for storing plural voice mail 
data as identifiable files in the memory region allocated to 
each terminal, even in the case where the voice mail 
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received by the terminal is transmitted to the server by 
adding self voice mail data, the voice mail received by the 
server does not need to be sent to the server again. The voice 
mail data generated by the terminal can only be transmitted 
as the mail editing signal to the server. Therefore, the same 5 
mail data is prevented from being transmitted/received 
between the server and the same terminal many times. 
Consequently, a remarkably efficient communication can be 
realized in a communication network which has a slower 
transmission rate and is more expensive as compared with a 10 
cable network. 

Moreover, according to the invention, the first terminal 
having sent the mail editing signal can transmit via the 
server to the second terminal the voice mail data which is 
constituted by inserting or applying the voice mail data 15 
entered by the first terminal to the voice mail data addressed 
to the first terminal. Therefore, a reply or an indication can 
be added to the voice mail which can be heretofore trans- 
mitted only in one direction. A gentle and inventive com- 
munication service of "non-real-time conversation" can be 20 
realized on a reception side. 

What is claimed is: 

1. A voice mail system in which a server is connected via 
a communication medium to at least one terminal and said 
server manages a memory for storing plural voice mail data 25 
as identifiable files in a memory region allocated to each said 
terminal, 

said server comprising: 

transmission means for, when a mail request is received 
via said communication medium from said terminal, 30 
reading the voice mail data from a memory region of 
said memory allocated to a transmitting-end terminal 
to transmit the data to the transmitting-end terminal; 
and 

memory control means for, when receiving a mail 35 
editing signal, inserting or attaching and 
re-accumulating the voice mail data in the mail 
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editing signal to a position indicated by the mail 
editing signal of the memory region of said memory 
allocated to the transmitting-end terminal, 
said terminal comprising: 

mail request transmission means for transmitting the 
mail request via said communication medium to said 
server; 

memory means for, when the voice mail data is 
received via said communication medium from said 
server, storing the received voice mail data; 

conversion means for converting the received voice 
mail data read from the memory means into a voice 
to output the voice; 

input means for entering optional voice mail data; and 

signal transmission means for, when a voice mail is 
inputted by the input means while the voice is 
outputted from the conversion means, generating a 
signal including a position of the memory means 
from which the received voice mail data is read at the 
time of input, data of said inputted voice mail and a 
self terminal identification number as said mail edit- 
ing signal to transmit the mail editing signal via said 
communication medium to said server. 

2. The voice mail system according to claim 1 which 
further comprises means for, when said mail editing signal 
is received, after said memory control means inserts or 
attaches and re-accumulates the voice mail data in said mail 
editing signal to the position indicated by the mail editing 
signal of the memory region of said memory allocated to the 
transmitting-end terminal, transmitting the re-accumulated 
voice mail data of the memory region to a terminal of a 
transmission destination in the mail editing signal. 

3. The voice mail system according to claim 2 wherein 
said communication medium is a communication network 
by means of radio or infrared rays. 

* * * * * 
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